
  Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 12th December 2018    
         

Present     Gemma Benoliel (GB)   Peter Lemaire (PL)   Marie Johnston (MJ)   Keith Fletcher (KF)    
Joanna Brock (Clerk)   Sue Cooper   Five members of the public. 

 
306       Apologies:  Andy Climpson (AC),GB took the Chair.  Roger Moore (RM.)  Steve Harrod 
 
307 Declarations of interest: None. 
 
308 Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed and signed.  
              
309      Public session: Member of the public informed Councillors that village signs had been cleaned and 

overgrown tree branches cut away. The directional sign at the Shepherd’s Hut is broken and the sign 
for The Pightles is also broken, Clerk to report these to Highways. Member of public still reporting 
that there is excessive use of speed by vehicles in Green Lane and speed bumps could be a viable 
option. EPC agreed that Speedwatch will be conducted during the afternoon when there is daylight 
at Green Lane. Member of public stating that although reported to ‘Fix my street’, the footpaths 
around the village have still not been cleared of overgrowing vegetation and the job raised to SODC, 
has been closed. Sue Cooper will contact CC. 

 
310       Presentation by Dr Solomon regarding traffic issues in the village: this was postponed until the 

January meeting due to technical issues. Clerk will advertise the presentation on Facebook.    CLERK 
 
311      Clerk’s report: All Clerk’s actions from the last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if  

necessary, here or under relevant sections. EPC have received a letter of thanks for their donation to 
Millstream Day Centre. The rope for the playground has been delivered and installed. The play bark 
has not been laid yet due to the wet conditions. Two quotations for new chain swings are being 
sought. Fords Farm have been invoiced for trough water and fence hire, payment has been received. 
Clerk has registered for the ICLA qualification, course material will be sent once payment is made. 
Precept form has been prepared for submission by 11th January. Chiltern Chase has booked the 
pavilion for 8th and 9th June. Clerk has spoken to S Maine regarding the donation for a possible 
recycling bin. Clerk advised S Maine there were concerns about the ongoing cost of a new bin. S 
Maine will seek advice from Grundons. S Cooper suggested a smaller domestic recycling bin outside 
the shop could be an option. Village hall management committee states it’s not practical separating 
the waste in the village hall. Two members of the public have booked onto the first aid course and 
payment has been received. GB advised Clerk that two other persons may book onto course. A 
collection point and date of 14th January for Christmas tree pick up has been confirmed by SODC. 
Clerk will display posters to advertise this. Clerk and Chairman have agreed the EPC will pay their 
national insurance contributions at the end of the financial year. Clerk has paid these contributions, 
so will be refunded by EPC at the end of March, 2019. 

 
312      County/District Councillors reports  

S Cooper gave a report. District councils will receive less grants from the government so it’s likely 
council tax will rise. Domestic waste collections in the village have either been late, not emptied or 
bins left in an unsuitable place. S Cooper is asking residents to take photos of the bins and send them 
to her, she will forward them on to SODC. The local plan has proposed that the amount of houses per 
hectare should increase and new housing sites have been identified.  

 
313      Accounts & Administration  
              RESOLVED finance report accepted.  
             RESOLVED new income and expenditure, as previously circulated. See appendix.   
             RESOLVED all invoices to date authorised.      



314      Website Security: RESOLVED  EPC should pay to make their website secure.  
                                                                                                                         
315      Nancy Warhorse Commemoration: GB informed Councillors that the wooden support and frame 
             has been made and the artwork has been agreed. The original board will be taken down but the             
             wording will be incorporated into the new sign. GB will relay that the original suggestion as to where    
             it is located should be upheld.                                                                                                                        GB                                                   
 
316      Ewelme News: It was agreed that the text is too small, Clerk to contact editor. GB to draft a letter of  
             thanks to the new editor, to be printed in the EN.                                                                                                        CLERK                                                           
 
317      Ewelme Store’s New Signage: RESOLVED  it was agreed that EPC will not pay for a new sign. It was   
             felt this wasn’t a good use of public money. Clerk to inform the Ewelme Store’s Committee.     CLERK              

 
318      Grant Application: S Cooper has agreed to a give a grant of £2000 to EPC for an outdoor gym. A                 
             decision on the remaining part of the grant is not likely to be made until next year.  
 
319      Pavilion Refurbishment: GB and Clerk visited the pavilion to check progress. Electrics have been    
             checked, kitchen to be completed once the floors are painted. There has been a delay in the project     
             due to drying times in the cold weather. Project will be completed by the end of January. 
 
320      Trees of Remembrance: It was agreed that the original nominated site is too large and dense to be    
             cleared by volunteers. Trees to be donated to the Chiltern Society, GB to make contact.                 GB                            
 
321      Report from the Neighbourhood Planning Group: GB attended the last meeting, where the district              
             council planners were present. Planners had looked at the plan in advance and gave positive                
             feedback. They advised the group to pay for a consultant if necessary. It was agreed that without land        
             identified for affordable housing, a housing needs survey should not take place. 
 
322      Consider Health and Safety Issues and Village Maintenance: KF informed EPC that the bark in the             
             playground will be laid when the ground is drier. KF is in contact with Biffa regarding the ‘village big  
             clean’ which may be done before Christmas. EPC must be advised when this is to take place so signs  
             can be erected in the village. Benson Sawmills noticed that the drain by the recreation ground was  
             overflowing so they have emptied it. The bucket within the drain needs regular emptying in the  
             winter. GB will contact someone who may do this. Member of public has repaired the hook on the  
             gang mowers. A letter of thanks will be sent.                                                                                               CLERK                                                                      
 
323      Meetings, training & other events: Clerk attended the SLCC branch meeting on 22nd November.  
 
324      Correspondence: It was discussed whether EPC could make use of the air quality funding grant but     
             it was agreed that it couldn’t make use of this. 

                                                                                                                                                                                       
325      Other items of interest:  GB raised concerns over parking on pavements in the village, it’s    
             understood that TVP are not making this a priority. The black bin at the top of Burrows Hill needs  
             moving to the position of the yellow bin close to the road, which it will replace.  
 

The meeting closed at 21:30 
 

 
 
 

Signed:                                                                                              Date: 
Date of next Meeting – 9th January, 2019. 



 
 
 

 
                                  Appendix 

 
Ewelme PC Payments & Receipts December 2018 Meeting  

   
Ref/Chq 

no: Payments for authorisation:  

   

DD E-on 18.00 

SO Staff Costs 747.47 

607 Castle Water 29.68 

608 ILCA 118.80 

609 Clerk's expenses and training 89.53 

610 N P Design and Print (Ewelme News) 320.00 

611 Geoff Watts (Neighbourhood Plan) 33.88 

612 Benson Sawmills 2,398.92 

   

 Total 3,756.28 

   

   

   

   

   

Date Receipts since last meeting:  

   

04/12/2018 S and P Vaughan (First Aid Course) 40.00 

29/11/2018 M Edwards (Ford Farm) 1,479.00 

05/12/2018 Tuneless Choir (Ewelme News) 26.00 

   

  1,545.00 

 


