
        DRAFT        Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 9 March 2016        DRAFT         
 
Present   Gemma Benoliel (GB)  Andy Climpson (AC)  Sam Gillman (SG)  Peter Lemaire (PL) 
                 Roger Moore (RM)    Penny Cooper (Clerk)  
                 Two parishioners.  S Harrod for part. 
  
489 Apologies: Keith Fletcher 
 
490 Declarations of interest: None. Councillors were reminded to check that their Register of Interests 

is up-to-date. SODC has mislaid RM’s, so he will need to fill in another form.                                      All                                                                                                                        
 
491 Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed and signed.  
 
492 Clerk’s report 

All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, here or 
under relevant sections. SODC Planning Policy has confirmed that the only way at present to 
nominate “The Mound” at Eyre’s Close as a LGS would be via a Neighbourhood Plan. Although it 
would be wise to seek legal advice at some point, in order to claim the “triangle” at the top of 
Burrows Hill, EPC will need to fence it off for 12 years. 
 

493 County/District Councillors reports 
Steve Harrod (OC Councillor) presented his previously-circulated report, and invited questions. 
Nothing from Felix Bloomfield or Richard Pullen, though FB had asked whether EPC still wanted a 
regular report.  
RESOLVED write to Mr Bloomfield, confirming that EPC would be pleased to receive a regular 
report, and to welcome him to EPC meetings.                                                                                        Clerk 

 
494 Accounts & Administration  

The Clerk presented the monthly finance report.  
RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised. 
RESOLVED  Azalea Landscapes price for the coming season was approved.                                      Clerk 

 
495 Format & Agenda for Annual Parish Meeting.    
 RESOLVED  that this should follow the AGM. Parishioners to be invited to meet councillors to 

informally discuss what had been achieved during the last year and what is planned for the next. 
Any specific questions to be sent to the Clerk at least two weeks before the meeting. To be 
advertised as widely as possible.                                                                                                                Clerk 

 
496 The Queen’s Birthday                     
 RESOLVED  that it is not appropriate for EPC to organise a village celebration.  
 
497 Litter-picking event 
 RESOLVED  organise an event for 21 May, providing that Biffa can loan equipment for that day.    All                         
 
498 Planning  
 P16/S0437/HH Various alterations at High House. 
             RESOLVED  approved.                                                                                                                                   Clerk                                                                                                                                                                    
 
499 Report from the Pavilion Working Group. 



Planning approval has been granted and the LPA has attached no particular conditions. The WG has 
begun work on a fund-raising plan, including application for a grant to SODC; the deadline for this is 
1 July, & an estimate of building costs will be needed.  
RESOLVED  appoint Mr R Relf as Agent to apply for building regulations as soon as possible. 
RESOLVED costs of up to £500 are authorised to obtain building regulations.                               

 RESOLVED make grant application to SODC.                                                                                                SG                                           
 
500 Health & Safety 
 As the VHMC has not yet responded to EPC’s offer to pay for PAT testing of equipment in the 

Village Hall, it was  
             RESOLVED  to have the equipment in the Pavilion PAT-tested before bookings begin in April.     Clerk  
             What appears to be raw sewage is issuing from a drain in the driveway at Church Barn, and running 

towards the road. 
 RESOLVED  write, expressing concern, to the householder.                                                                 Clerk                                                                    
  
501 Village Maintenance 

OCC has been contacted about the deep potholes in Cottesmore Lane close to its junction with 
B4009, as there are several conflicting reports on fixmystreet. Potholes near Holly Cottage and the 
School have been re-reported. It seems that a pothole needs to be at least 40mm deep before OCC 
will consider repairing it. The poorly-functioning drain from Parson’s Lane into King’s Pool has been 
reported to OCC, as has the overflowing Brook at Benson Road, close to the Cottesmore Lane 
culvert. These reports were copied to the senior drainage engineer.                                                                                                                                                  
The Pavilion is grubby; a pre-season clean would ensure a satisfactory standard of cleanliness for 
hirers and a “benchmark” for after-use checks. 
RESOLVED have the Pavilion professionally cleaned just prior to first hire.                                       Clerk 

 The telephone kiosk is in a very poor condition. After some discussion, it was  
RESOLVED  to attempt to dispose of it, possibly using e-bay.  Need to advise Lord & Lady Jay, as the 
kiosk is on their land.                                                                                                                                    Clerk 
 

502 Reports from meetings etc 
AC had attended a “Roles and Responsibilities” course, which he had found interesting and useful. 
RM & the Clerk had met with Tim Shickle from OCC about “Oxfordshire Together”; of the various 
jobs that OCC would like to devolve, grass-cutting seems, at present, to be the most viable. A 
decision will be made once OCC have provided detailed information.  

 
503 Correspondence  

All considered.  
RESOLVED  ask OCC whether the safety sign outside 10 Chaucer Court might be lowered.           Clerk 
 

504 Other items of interest  
 Concern was expressed about people “exercising” dogs on the recreation area. It was agreed that 

there is currently no way of policing this.  
 

The meeting closed at 22:00  
 
Signed:                                                                                   Date: 
 
 
  

Date of next Meeting – Wednesday 13 April 
 


