
        DRAFT        Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11 November 2015        DRAFT         
 
Present   Gemma Benoliel (GB)  Andy Climpson (AC)  Keith Fletcher (KF)  Peter Lemaire (PL)   
                Penny Cooper (Clerk)  
  
 It was agreed to postpone agenda items 8 and 9 until the next meeting.   
 
431  Apologies: Sam Gillman,  Roger Moore. 
     
432 Declarations of interest: None 
 
433 Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed and signed.  
 
434 Clerk’s report 

All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, here or under relevant sections. Letter of 
thanks sent to Mr Grant and Mr Cooper for arranging the sale of the gang mower. Still awaiting information from OCC about which 
services might be delivered locally. Safety signs should be installed in Cat Lane within 4 to 6 weeks. 
 

435         County/District Councillors reports 
Steve Harrod (OC Councillor) sent his apologies and a report. Apologies from Richard Pullen. No report or apologies from Felix 
Bloomfield.  
 

436 Accounts & Administration  
The Clerk presented the monthly finance report.  
RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised. 
As the money accrued as a contribution to the re-thatching of the Reading Room is likely to be needed in the near future, it was  
RESOLVED to re-invest £12,000 (to include £2,000 CP funds), plus all interest earned to date, on deposit for 6 months.                    Clerk                                                                                      
RESOLVED  the recommendations of the Finance Committee regarding the draft budget proposal for 2016-2017 and amendments to the 
hire agreement for the Pavilion, were approved. 
RESOLVED  £25 for the wreath to be donated to RBL.                                                                                                                           Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                                            

.               RESOLVED  the Council noted its obligations under the Pensions Act 2008 regarding auto-enrolment. Its staging date is 1 January 2017. 
The PI Company provided a valuation for the play equipment, and it was confirmed that insurance cover is adequate. The council will 
consider setting up a contingency fund for play equipment at its next meeting.                                                                                      Clerk                                               

 
437 Report from the Pavilion Working Group. 
 PL presented the WG’s report, which had been circulated.  
 RESOLVED  by a majority of three to one, to commission planning drawings for the proposed storage unit and then submit a planning 

application for it and the Community Pavilion as soon as possible.                                                                                                         Clerk    
 
438 Policy on charitable giving     
 RESOLVED  to continue to make donations to Millstream Day Centre, FOBL and the PCC. Other applications to be refused.            Clerk                                                                                                                                                                            
 
439 Reports from meetings etc 

PL had attended the Town & Parish Forum and had found the presentation on grants useful. He had also been to the AGM/launch of 
Community First Oxfordshire (formerly ORCC), and the Agrivert Liaison Meeting – minutes circulated. Dates and time for public visits to 
Agrivert have now been agreed and will be publicised in the Ewelme News. AC had attended finance training and a session on planning. 

 
440 Network Rail  

RESOLVED  to write to John Howell MP about Network Rail’s failure to consult on electrification work , and remind him that he has yet to 
reply to some of the questions asked by councillors when he met them in September.                                                                          Clerk     
                                                                             

441 Health & Safety                                                                                                     
 Alex Pyle – Education Officer at Biffa – has sent posters to use as labels on the wheelie bins at the Pavilion. The minor issues at the play 

area have yet to be addressed. The Red Cross and SJA offer on-site first aid training for groups. The electrical equipment in the Pavilion 
should be PAT-tested. 
RESOLVED  check whether the electricians doing the PAT testing at the Village Hall could do the Pavilion at the same time.             Clerk                

 Concern has again been expressed about traffic speeding in Green Lane. 
 RESOLVED  contact the police about spot-checks, pointing out that the situation is at its worst between 7:00 and 9:00 and 16:30 to 

18:00.                                                                                                                                                                                                        Clerk 
 
442  Village Maintenance 

Awaiting estimates, from two contractors, to cut back (flail) trees around the Common. The large potholes at Firebrass Hill have been 
reported, and those near the school and Holly Cottage re-reported. Thames Water phoned 11 November to say that the valve cover had 
been replaced in Day’s Lane. A couple of posts at or near the carpark need replacing. 
RESOLVED Benson Sawmills to be asked to replace them.                                                                                                                        KF          

 Mr Grant’s kind offer to re-paint the metal benches during the winter was gratefully accepted. 
 
443 Correspondence  

All considered. Biffa will collect Christmas trees from the car park on the first green bin day after Christmas. 
  

444 Other items of interest  
 RM has planted the bluebells. 
                                    

The meeting closed at 21:30. 
 
Signed:                                                                                   Date: 
 
 
  

Date of next Meeting – Wednesday 9 December 
 


