
  Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 10 December 2014   
 

Present David Cooper (DC)  Keith Fletcher (KF)  Sam Gillman (SG)  Roger Moore (RM)   
                             Penny Cooper (Clerk) 
  Peter Lemaire (PL) for part of the meeting. 
 
280  Apologies: Sue Irzykowska 

RESOLVED  Apologies accepted & absence approved. 
 
281 Declarations of interest: none. 
 
282 Minutes of last meeting: After a minor amendment, these were agreed and signed.  
 
283 Clerk’s report 

All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, here or under 
relevant sections. Biffa will collect Christmas trees for composting from the car park Tuesday 20 January. 
OCC Highways does not own the triangle at the top of Burrows Hill, awaiting reply from OCC Assets and 
Facilities. 

284 County/District Councillors reports 
No reports or apologies from District Councillors.  SH sent apologies. KF suggested asking SH whether a grant 
towards the cost of the planned work at King’s Pool might be made from his Community Budget.             Clerk 
   

285  Accounts & Administration  
PC presented the monthly finance report.  
RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised. 
RESOLVED Councillors noted the new NJC pay scales, to be applied from 1 January 2014, & the one-off 
payment due December 2014, & that WWYC had been certificated. 
Having carefully considered the draft budget & proposed 2015/16 precept, it was agreed that some forecast 
costs should be adjusted, and, as expenditure had exceeded income for the last several years, to begin to 
rebuild reserves.   
RESOLVED  the precept for 2015/16 to be £20,000.                                                                                              Clerk                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                      

286 Amendments to Standing Orders.   
 RESOLVED   the proposed draft, with two minor amendments, was approved for adoption.             Clerk    

                                 
287 Appointment of councillors to a Community Pavilion Committee or Working Group 
 Having considered the differences between a committee and a working group, it was  
              RESOLVED  to appoint SG as the lead of a working group, his first tasks being to consider the membership of 

that group and to put forward the prospective members for council approval at the next EPC meeting, and 
begin working on a draft business development plan.                             SG                                                                                                                

 
288 Terms of reference for the working group                                                                                                                                                            

RESOLVED  these to be drafted in conjunction with the BDP, and approved at the next EPC meeting             SG                                                                                                                                                                       
  

289 Membership of The Open Spaces Society 
RESOLVED  that EPC will join the OSS.                                                                                                                       Clerk                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                    
290 Health & Safety 
 Concern was expressed about dogs’ mess, especially on the Common, and the health hazard it presents. It 

was agreed that education of dog-owners is probably more effective than sanctions, especially as these are 
anyway almost impossible to enforce. SG offered to raise the subject at the School.                                         SG 

 KF had attended a presentation on flood prevention measures; it was agreed to publicise these, and the 
grants available to householders installing them.                                                                                                        KF  

 The fire safety equipment in the Pavilion has been inspected and is in good order. 



 
 
291 Village maintenance  

The Pavilion water meter chamber walls are collapsing 
RESOLVED  report to Thames Water                                                                                                                          Clerk          
The ditch at the recreation ground will be cleared next week, and the contractors will also spread the new 
gravel in the car park.  In January, an arboricultural firm will survey the hedgerow alongside Common Road, 
with a view to recommending, and costing, a long-term maintenance programme. A “no parking” sign is 
needed for the gate to the recreation area.                                                                                                             Clerk                                                                                                                                                                       

               RESOLVED   the draft schedule for the landscape contractors was approved and a quotation is needed   Clerk 
 Mrs Benoliel & Mrs Fletcher are to be thanked for helping to plant the bluebells.                                          Clerk 
 
292 Reports from training events and other meetings  
 SG had attended a roadshow facilitated by the Oxfordshire Sports Partnership, which provided an overview 

of funding opportunities, and the principles of successful application for them – it highlighted the need for a 
good BDP, particularly one with outcomes encouraging participation. 

 RM had attended a Community Safety Event – where Ewelme’s ability to respond to the potential 
emergency caused by the fire at Grundon received much praise! Handouts are available for distribution to 
residents or publication. 

 PC & KF had attended a very useful training day on Commons and the Law, and PC had learned some useful 
information about next year’s parish council elections at an SLCC Regional Meeting. 

  
293 Correspondence  
 All significant correspondence has been circulated other than an enquiry from Chalgrove Junior FC about 

playing matches at Ewelme from January to April. As the Council is keen to encourage youth participation in 
sport, it was   
RESOLVED  that the Clerk is authorised to negotiate terms of use                                                                      Clerk  
  

294 Other items of interest 
The verge outside The Old Mill House is littered with garden debris, which the owner should be asked to 
move. Mr & Mrs Critchley were thanked for clearing the leaves outside the Village Hall. Purchasing a 
defibrillator will be considered at the next meeting. BT needs chasing about flooding around its manhole 
outside Darmel Dell.                      Clerk
  
The meeting closed at 9.55 pm. 
 
Signed:                                                                                   Date: 
  
 
Date of next Meeting – Wednesday 14 January 2015                                    
 


