
DRAFT     Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 12 November 2014     DRAFT 
 

Present David Cooper (DC)  Keith Fletcher (KF)  Peter Lemaire (PL)  Roger Moore (RM)   

                             Penny Cooper (Clerk) 
  Stephen Harrod (SH) & Sam Gillman (SG) for part of the meeting. 
 
261 Apologies: Sue Irzykowska 

RESOLVED  Apologies accepted & absence approved. 
 
262 Co-option of Councillor: Sam Gillman was co-opted as a member of the Council. 
 
263 Declarations of interest: none. 
 
264 Minutes of last meeting: After a minor amendment, these were agreed and signed.  
 
265 Clerk’s report 

All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, here or under 
relevant sections. Letter about parking in the “Keep Clear” zone to occupants of flat above the shop seems 
to have had only limited success. Reported overhanging trees in Days Lane via fixmystreet – ref 539359. 
When checking for update, the item had disappeared from fixmystreet, so re-reported 11 November. 
Contacted SODC Community Safety and police about poor parking creating safety hazards. SODC mentioned 
the safety programmes run by OCC for schools and parents.  TVP person answering 101 number suggested 
emailing the local team at the general address rather than risk a message to a named person going astray! 
The PCSOs for the area are now Jennie Cox and Sue Harris. Awaiting reply. Thanked S Harrod  & K Stenning 
(OCC)  for having Benson Rd footway cleared. Wrote to Michaelmas Lodge about ivy prunings on the verge. 

266 County/District Councillors reports 
No reports from District Councillors, Felix Bloomfield sent apologies. SH referred councillors to his report & 
invited questions – none. 
   

267  Accounts & Administration  
PC presented the monthly finance report.  
RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised. 
RESOLVED  the recommendations of the finance committee, including the draft budget for 2015-16, were 
approved. 
RESOLVED   £20 per wreath to be donated to RBL                                                                                                  Clerk                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                      

268 Planning   
P14/S2459/HH erection of lean-to extension and alterations to house at 3 Levers Cottage 

 RESOLVED   Objection on the grounds of overdevelopment of the site, limited access for maintenance and 
accessibility generally.                      Clerk    
                                 

269 Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 
 RESOLVED  Standing Orders to be amended to reflect the changes. Draft to be prepared for approval in 

December.  Short statement to be read by the Chairman of any EPC council or committee meeting, (or made 
available to any members of the public in attendance) to be drafted.                                                               Clerk                                                                                                                

 
270 Consultation on 125 bus review                                                                                                                                                                  

RESOLVED  DC to respond on behalf of the council – that the service is needed and should be retained. It 
would be useful if timings could be adjusted to connect with the Reading service in Wallingford.               DC                                                                                                                                                                       
  

271 Request for contribution to a new chiller for the Community Shop 
 As a result of liaison between EPC and Agrivert, Agrivert will contribute £500. In addition it was  

RESOLVED  that EPC will donate £500, but wish to be assured that the shop is building up a contingency fund 
for capital expenses.                                                                                                                                                     Clerk      



                                                                                    
272 Payment of costs incurred by the group responsible for the alternative Community Pavilion proposal 
 RESOLVED  to pay for the invoices presented totalling £1,097.02 
 
273 The result of the vote on the Community Pavilion 
 It was noted that the vote was in favour of a traditional style. After considerable discussion, it was 
 RESOLVED  that a working group of councillors would meet to consider the feedback, and put together a 

final specification to progress to a planning application.                                                                                           All 
 
274 Health & Safety    

There has been another car accident on the bridge at the Watercress Beds; the vehicle crashed into the 
fence. 
RESOLVED   DC will collate evidence of previous similar incidents. Another appeal will then be made to 
Highways (copying in SH & Keith Stenning) to put road safety measures in place.                                   DC/Clerk 
 

275 Village maintenance  
Roads – RM referred to his report from the Grundon Liaison Meeting (circulated). If OCC Cabinet approves a 
proposal put forward, it seems likely that OCC will add a substantial sum (approximately 15% of the county’s 
roads maintenance budget) to the S106 monies already in place, enabling major repairs to Clacks Lane in 
summer 2015. 
The Common – the trees and hedging are overgrown, and contain considerable dead wood. 
RESOLVED   try to arrange a working party to clear out the trees and brush at the far end. Seek advice and 
estimates of cost for a long-term maintenance programme, beginning with the hedge alongside Common 
Road.                                                                                                                                                                                Clerk  

 King’s Pool – further inspection and consideration of the best way to proceed is needed, but it seems likely 
that a retaining wall is needed on The Street side of the pond. 
After recent inspection, it was agreed that the gravel in the carpark needs topping up, rather than 
redistribution.  
RESOLVED  buy gravel and try to co-ordinate its delivery with the clearing-out of the ditch, so that the digger 
can be utilised to spread it.                                                                                                                                         Clerk 

 Grundon has given the village 1000 bluebells. 
 RESOLVED   a working party will plant them 15 October. Mrs Benoliel & Mrs Fletcher kindly offered to help. 
  RESOLVED  research into the options for a safety surface in the play area is needed.                                     Clerk 
 
276 The triangle at the top of Burrows Hill 
 RESOLVED  as the council maintains it anyway, it is not necessary to adopt it. Earlier efforts to establish 

ownership were unsuccessful, but check with OCC Estates as it was once listed as an unmade road.         Clerk          
 
277 Repair and sale of one set of gang mowers 
 RESOLVED  to try initially to sell “as is”. DC offered to do so via his e-bay account.                                             DC 
 
278 Correspondence  
 All significant correspondence has been circulated other than the notice of Community Emergency Planning 

Events received yesterday. RM volunteered to attend. 
  
279 Other items of interest 

There is a broken branch overhanging The Pightles which the owner should be asked to move as a safety 
precaution.                       Clerk
  
The meeting closed at 10.50 pm. 
 
Signed:                                                                                   Date: 
  
 
Date of next Meeting – Wednesday 10 December 2014                                    
 


