
                Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 9 September 2015                 
 
Present   Gemma Benoliel (GB)  Andy Climpson (AC)  Keith Fletcher (KF)  Sam Gillman (SG)  Peter Lemaire (PL) 

                Roger Moore (RM)                  Penny Cooper (Clerk)  
    
399  Apologies: None 

     
400 Declarations of interest: None 

 
401 Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed and signed.  

 
402 Clerk’s report 

All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, here or under relevant sections. 
RM & Clerk met Helen Vass from SSE about community resilience 28 July. Submitted response of Approved to 
P15/S2078/HH -  proposed single storey rear extensions and removal of inner courtyard roofs at Quiet Waters, The Street. 
Submitted response of No objections to P15/S2194/FUL – proposed extension to workshop at TOG Studio, Green Lane. 
Talked to the PA to the tenant at The Manor  about trees overhanging the brook. Contacted Benson & Chalgrove football 
clubs about junior teams playing at Ewelme – neither has replied. 

 
403         County/District Councillors reports 

Steve Harrod (OC Councillor) sent apologies and a reminder to let him know of anything needing his attention. No report 
or apologies from District Councillors.  
 

404 Accounts & Administration  

The Clerk presented the monthly finance report.  
RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised. 
RESOLVED the recommendations from the Finance Committee were approved. SG & PL to liaise regarding staff    
appraisal.                                                                                                                                                                        PL/SG 
RESOLVED  to enter into another 3-year arrangement with the insurance brokers                                                        Clerk      

 
405 Annual Return 

RESOLVED  Approved and accepted.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
406 King’s Pool site meeting 

 RESOLVED  Rod D’Ayala contracted to produce a full report and management recommendations. The 26 September 
working group will concentrate on removing the watercress and weeding the banks. (Skip to be booked.) Estimate to be 
obtained for cutting back overhanging trees and removal of “weed trees” from the roadside bank.                                Clerk  

 RESOLVED  check the ownership of the banks, with a view to asking riparian owners for their co-operation in managing 
the environment.                                                                                                                                                               Clerk 

 
407 Report from the Pavilion Working Group. 

 After careful consideration of the three responses received to the invitation to tender, and of the working group’s 
recommendations, it was  

 RESOLVED   (unanimously) to proceed with the design submitted by Passmores.                                                           SG 
 
408 Meeting with John Howell 

 RM produced a plan for the meeting based on the discussion of what councillors hoped to achieve from it and the various 
topics of interest.  

 
409 Financial position of the Ewelme News 

 Michael Wrenn was thanked for his expert contribution to the discussion. 
RESOLVED  to continue with the current publisher - whose charges are competitive - while investigating other options. 
Arrange a meeting with the advertising administrator.                                                                                               Clerk/SG      
                                                                                                                                                           

410 Response to the OCC Public Transport Consultation 
 RESOLVED  Mr Cooper is to be thanked for his draft response, which was approved, and asked to submit it.             Clerk 

 
411 SSE Community Resilience Fund 

 RESOLVED no application to be made at this time, but leaflets explaining the extra services available to the vulnerable will 
be distributed.                                                                                                                                                                   Clerk                                                                                                                                                      

 
412 Donation to the Party on the Pitch 

RESOLVED  a donation of £250 to be made. The Council’s offer of a grant towards community events – if there is 
provision in next year’s budget – should be more widely advertised.                                                                              Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                 
413 OCC Household Waste Recycling Centres Strategy Consultation   

 RESOLVED  Submit a response based on councillors’ discussion and observations, highlighting the pride felt in being part 
of a top recycling area with its attendant economic benefits.                                                                                           Clerk     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                
414 Health & Safety                                                                                                     

 None reported.               
 



415 Village Maintenance 

The missing valve cover in Days Lane has now been replaced by Thames Water. Fixmystreet  reported the pothole near 
Holly Cottage as fixed – 21 July – have not been able to check due to parked cars. The blocked/collapsed drain opposite 
the shop has been reported back by fixmystreet as fixed, but local flooding was reported after last rainfall, so needs to be 
further taken up with OCC. The drain opposite 18 Green Lane  appears to have been cleared. The  wasps’ nest in the play 
area was killed on the day it was reported. The Pavilion lock has been repaired. The wheelie bins at the recreation ground 
are used indiscriminately, creating a potential H & S hazard for those moving or otherwise having contact. 
RESOLVED   bins to be clearly labelled; ask Biffa/SODC for advice. Finance Committee to review the Pavilion hire 
agreement in October.                                                                                                                                                      Clerk 

The Pavilion was left in a very poor state after last weekend’s hire – litter and sundry items. 
RESOLVED  write to the hirer expressing concern and offering those responsible a chance to clean up, otherwise a 
deduction for extra cleaning will be made from the hire deposit.                                                                                     Clerk              

The plumbed-in urn at the Pavilion is not working, and the hot water flow is much reduced. 
RESOLVED   engage a plumber as soon as possible to repair both, up to a maximum cost of £300.                            Clerk 

Concern was expressed about the overgrown condition of the hedges around the Common.  
 RESOLVED  Obtain estimates – three, if possible – to flail or otherwise reduce them. Separate estimates for the inside 

and outside Common borders.                                                                                                                                         Clerk 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
416 Correspondence  

All considered.  
  
417 Other items of interest  

 RM gave a report on the Neighbourhood Planning conference, as a result of which councillors would like more information. 
Concern was expressed about the cones etc left on the roadside by the new fence replacing the wall on Cat Lane. The 
grass around the seat part-way along Common Road is very long – add to the grounds maintenance schedule, together 
with the area around the benches on the bank below the car park at the recreation ground.                                          Clerk                                                                                                                                     

 
                                    

The meeting closed at 10.30 pm. 
 
 
 
Signed:                                                                                   Date: 
 
 
  

Date of next Meeting – Wednesday 14 October 2015 
 


