
        DRAFT        Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 8 July 2015        DRAFT         
 
Present   Gemma Benoliel (GB)  Andy Climpson (AC)  Keith Fletcher (KF)  Roger Moore (RM)   

                Penny Cooper (Clerk)  
    
382  Apologies: Peter Lemaire,Sam Gillman (SG)    

RESOLVED  Apologies accepted & absence approved. 
     
383 Election of Chairman for this meeting: Keith Fletcher took the Chair. 

 
384 Declarations of interest: None 

 
385 Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed and signed.  

 
386 Clerk’s report 

All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, under relevant sections.  

  
387         County/District Councillors reports 

Richard Pullen introduced himself and talked briefly about the plans for a future permanent base for SODC, and the 
planned development at Littleworth Road, Benson. Steve Harrod invited questions on his report, and spoke about the 
difficulties of implementing financial cuts, with especial reference to the budget for childrens’ services. No report or 
apologies from Felix Bloomfield.  

                  
388 Accounts & Administration  

PC presented the monthly finance report.  
RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised. 
Councillors to begin thinking about a cancellations policy for the Pavilion.Try to book places on “Roles & Responsibilities” 
training for GB & AC. Mr Wrenn & Mrs Critchley are concerned about the printing costs for Ewelme News – agenda item 
for September. Invite ORCC and or SODC rep to September meeting to discuss updating the Village Plan.                Clerk                                                                       

 
389 Planning  P15/S2107/HH 6 Chaucer Court Ewelme 

RESOLVED  Approved.                                                                                                                                                    Clerk                                                                                                                                                                              

 
390 Response to the OCC Public Transport Consultation 

 David Cooper had attended a meeting about the future of bus subsidies, and presented a comprehensive report. He 
offered to write an article for the Ewelme News, explaining the situation and encouraging people to respond to the 
consultation and provide an indication about bus usage, and provide a draft response for the council to consider in 
September. 

 RESOLVED  Mr Cooper was thanked, and his offers accepted. 
 
391 Chilterns Conservation Board Vacancy 

 RESOLVED  to abstain from voting, as insufficient information had been provided about the candidates - their aims, 
objectives, experience.  Write to the Board, explaining the reasons for abstention.                                                        Clerk                                                                                                                                                      

 
392 Rural Sounding Board 

RESOLVED  there does not seem any need for EPC to participate at this time.                                                             Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                 
393 Report from the Pavilion Working Group. 

 Clerk reported that the tender document provided by Sidleys had been sent to four contractors, all of whom had expressed 
an interest.The return date is 24 July. Sidleys have submitted the invoice for preliminary services; GB to liaise with the 
working group on this and other matters, including an offer of help from a parishioner.                                                     GB                                                      

                                                                                                                                                               
394 Correspondence received about Eyres Close. 

RESOLVED  EPC believes that the residents of Eyres Close are in a stronger position to complete and submit an 
application for the land in question to be listed as an asset of community value.                                                            Clerk                                                             

 
395 Health & Safety                                                                                                     

 An order for road safety signs in the vicinity of the Cat Lane and Parsons Lane junction has been placed with OCC.    
 An estimate to repair the play area fence has been received. 
 RESOLVED  to commission the work, with the added proviso that both half-round posts are replaced where one of the pair 

is rotten. 
 RESOLVED  to replace the playbark as soon as possible. Check whether any of the local “green gyms” would like to 

spread it. 
 Due to carelessness, all the wheelie bins at the Pavilion are filthy and maggot-ridden. 
 RESOLVED  ask the bin-cleaning company to do an extra clean; write to regular users of the Pavilion.              Clerk               

 
396 Village Maintenance 

 Some repairs – not entirely satisfactory – have been made to the road edge between Old Rectory Cottage and the 
entrance to the car park. The potholes near to the School have, at last, been repaired. It seems that the missing valve 
cover in Days Lane may be the responsibility of Thames Water. The drain opposite the Store emptying into King’s Pool is 
blocked – almost certainly collapsed. Trees in the Manor gardens are overhanging into the Brook. Vegetation is 



obstructing Parsons Lane between Chaucer Court and the junction with Cat Lane. The working party to clear King’s Pool 
planned for 27 June had to be cancelled due to the presence of nesting moorhens. 
RESOLVED  report the missing valve cover to Thames Water. 
RESOLVED  report the collapsed drain to OCC Highways. 
RESOLVED  write to The Manor’s PA about cutting back the trees. 
RESOVED  report the encroaching vegetation on Parsons Lane.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
RESOLVED re-arrange the King’s Pool working party for 26 September. To include removing excess weed, overgrown 
marginal plants – where there is potential to cause damage. Research de-silting options and costs.                            Clerk    

It was agreed that no bulk salt bags are required for this winter. RM’s offer to continue as councillor responsible for all 
aspects of community resilience was accepted.  
 

397 Correspondence  
All considered. An expression of thanks to be sent to Rachel Sanderson as she leaves the Commons Project.           Clerk                                           

  
398 Other items of interest  

 Write to Mr Stiles about trees overhanging Benson Road. Mr Grant was thanked for cutting back the undergrowth at the 
top of Burrows Hill.                                                                                                                                               Clerk 

 
 
                                    

The meeting closed at 10.20 pm. 
 
 
 
Signed:                                                                                   Date: 
 
 
  

Date of next Meeting – Wednesday 9 September 2015 
 


