
DRAFT Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11 February 2015 DRAFT  
 

Present David Cooper (DC)  Keith Fletcher (KF)  Sam Gillman (SG)  Peter Lemaire (PL)  Roger Moore (RM)  Penny Cooper (Clerk) 
  Steve Harrod (OC Councillor) for part 
  
309  Apologies: Sue Irzykowska 

RESOLVED  Apologies accepted & absence approved. 
 
310 Declarations of interest: SG declared an interest in item 8, and will not participate in discussion or decision-making. 
 
311 Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed and signed.  
 
312 Clerk’s report 

All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, here or under relevant sections. Wrote to FB saying that 
councillors would be pleased to welcome him to a meeting in the near future. Applications to have the Watercress Beds, Village Store and Shepherd’s 
Hut listed as assets of community value have been sent to SODC, and acknowledged. SODC has 8 weeks to consider whether the nominations 
constitute land of community value under section 88 Localism Act 2011. There have been some difficulties with HMRC RTI; while not entirely 
resolved, they should cause no further problems. The application to the Councillor’s Community Budget for grant aid to repair King’s Pool was 
successful; Steve Harrod has been thanked. Hazell & Jefferies will have a look at the car park before making a recommendation about a surface 
treatment. Sent photos of Day’s Lane drains to OCC Highways, as well as queries about the lack of progress regarding the various Common Road 
defects, and the damaged road surface outside the shop. Contacted a VAT adviser (recommended by OALC) with a view to meeting about the Pavilion 
project in the near future. Tried to contact Brightwell Baldwin Clerk about the Whitehouse Farm planning application. After consultation with 
councillors, responded to it (P15/S0019) expressing concerns about sustainability and quoting the relevant policies. 

313 County/District Councillors reports 
No District Councillors present, and no reports or apologies received. Steve Harrod added some detail to his January report; he warned about the 
likelihood of more cuts, and will be arranging liaison meetings between parish councils and Keith Stenning, the Area Steward. He recommended 
responding to LTP4.  

 
314  Accounts & Administration  

PC presented the monthly finance report.  
RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised. 
The website domain name has been renewed for one year, but need to seriously consider setting up a dedicated PC website, which will be essential 
to fulfil obligations under the new transparency Code. SG offered to research options.                                                                                                   SG/Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 The electricity contract is due for renewal in May. 
 RESOLVED  some limited (given the annual cost) research into alternatives should be carried out.                                                                                 Clerk                                                                 
 
315 Review of procedures as listed on the Agenda    
 RESOLVED  the suggestions made by the Finance Committee were approved.                                                                                                                     Clerk 
                                 
316 Pavilion hire fee to be charged to the Chiltern Chase 2015 

RESOLVED  charge for 2 morning sessions at the full rate of £25.                                                                                                                                             Clerk                                                                                                            
 
317 Update from the Community Pavilion WG                                                                                                                                                           

SG presented a report, as a result of which it was 
RESOLVED  Mrs Benoliel was appointed to the group to assist with fund-raising. (Further invitations to join the group will be extended over the 
coming weeks) 
RESOLVED  after careful consideration of submissions from 2 specialist companies, to appoint Sidleys as project manager for at least the first part of 
the project, as detailed in the Preliminary Services section (items 1.00 to 1.06) of their schedule, and at a cost of no more than £2,000 plus expenses 
and VAT.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 RESOLVED  a consultation with the Oxfordshire Sports Partnership, at a cost of £50, is to be arranged.                                                                  SG                                                                       
 

318 Appointment of a representative to the Townlands Steering Group 
        RESOLVED  Mrs Benoliel’s kind offer to represent Ewelme was gratefully accepted.                                                                                                                 Clerk                                                                                         
 
 319 Health & Safety 
 Concern was expressed about the car accident on Boxing Day at the junction of Parsons Lane and Cat Lane. 
 RESOLVED  write to Keith Stenning (OCC Highways Area Steward) about considering implementing road safety measures at this junction and 

reminding him that there has been no progress on the provision of a footway in Cat Lane – an issue discussed with him by the previous County 
Councillor, Caroline Newton.                                                                                                                                                                                                                Clerk 

 A question was raised about safety in the play area, and it was explained that current regulations are met. 
 
320 Village maintenance  

Not having received a reply to a message of 19 January, phoned Openreach 4 February – they say an engineer visited 17 December and reported that 
“the box” under the manhole cover was empty of water and they have closed the job (reference 1647189, originally 1602536). Openreach notes say 
that it was de-silted last April. Met the Environment Agency 5 February to get clearance to carry out the work to Kings Pool. Consent is needed from 
OCC working in partnership with SODC/Monson. Met Dave Baldwin of Monson on site today. He thinks that while formal consent will probably not be 
needed, advice about the drains discharging into the Pool should be sought from OCC and he has undertaken to do this. Given that consent is 
obtained, and the drains issue resolved, and having considered quotes from 2 contractors (2 others failed to turn up to estimate) it was  
RESOLVED  to employ Cottrell Landscapes.                                                                                                                                                                                       Clerk 
RESOLVED  report a large pothole in Eyres Lane opposite the junction with The Street to OCC, as well as a missing valve cover close to the turn into 
Days Lane from The Street.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Clerk 
The water meter in the cattle trough has been smashed. KF kindly offered to try to repair it, but failing that, it was  
RESOLVED  to replace it. Fords Farm will have to be billed the standard £100 for water, rather than an accurate cost.                                                   Clerk 

                 
321         Correspondence  



                    All significant correspondence has been circulated. It was agreed to seek deferment for EPC’s response to planning application P15/S0128 so that it 
can be considered at EPC 11 March.                                                                                                                                                                                               Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                               
  

322 Other items of interest 
As the RAF Liaison Committee will now only accept councillors as members, SG was appointed in place of Mr Gosset.                            
                                   
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm. 
 
Signed:                                                                                   Date: 
  
 
Date of next Meeting – Wednesday 11 March 2015                                    
 


